
FRONTBACK

                        

Tell Me Sweet Something
South Africa 2016 90 mins • Director: Akin Omotoso. PG

Tell Me Sweet Something tells the story of Moratiwa, an 
aspiring writer who owns and runs a bookstore in the heart 
of Johannesburg. The bookstore, like her love life, is not 
experiencing much success. This all changes when she meets 
and falls in love with the unlikeliest candidate in the world, 
Nat, a male model, who has never read a book in his life and 
is desperate to be loved for his mind not his body. Against the 
odds, they become romantically involved but then Sashi, Nat’s 
now pregnant ex-girlfriend, shows up and sets off a chain of 
romantic complications into motion.

Atherstone Room: Thursday 7th July: 15.00
Friday 8th July: 15.00

Rights Of Passage
Directors: Ntombizodwa Magagula, Mapula Sibanda,  
Lerato Moloi, Valencia Joshua, Zandile Angeline Wardle, 
Tony Miyambo, Rethabile Mothobi, Yashvir Bagwandeen
South Africa 2015, 98 min. PG

Rights of Passage is a fictional feature-film made by first-
time young black filmmakers who were born when Nelson 
Mandela became South Africa’s first democratically elected 
President and who entered young adulthood during the last 
years of Mandela’s remarkable life. It is an anthology of 8 short 
films linked by a theme and African proverbs that delicately 
reflect on and explore the challenges of intimacy and change: 
the search for love, belonging and healing amidst the rites 
and turmoil of everyday life. It offers a rare, honest, resilient 
and creative insight into the concerns and experiences of 
black youth in contemporary South Africa. 

Atherstone Room: Thursday 7th July: 10.00
Saturday 9th July: 10.00 • Sunday 10th July: 15.00

Timetable All screenings are at the Atherstone Room in the 
Monument except for Kalushi and If This be Treason at the Olive 
Schreiner Hall in the Moument

Time Thurday 7th Friday 8th Saturday 9th Sunday 10th

10.00 Rights Of Passage Alison Rights Of Passage Alison

15.00 Tell Me Sweet 
Something

Tell Me Sweet 
Something

Free State
Rights Of 
PassageIf This Be Treason – 

Olive Schreiner Hall

17.30  Alison Action Kommandant  Action Kommandant Free State

20.00 Action Kommandant
Kalushi – Olive 
Schreiner Hall

Ayanda Ayanda

The Screenings will be introduced by talent from the 
films and there will be Q & A sessions

THE NATIONAL FILM & VIDEO FOUNDATION  
@ THE NATIONAL ARTS FESTIVAL PRESENT

A CHALLENGING PROGRAMME

In Honour of
Women and 
ACTIVISM

Special Invitation Only 
Pre-Release Screening of  the 

Solomon Mahlangu Film  

7th-10th July
2016

Free State
South Africa 2016 
98 minutes 
Director :  
Salmon de Jager. PG

Jeanette is a beautiful 
open minded law 
student. She decided 
to study while her 
boyfriend is completing 
his national military 
service. They are set 
to be engaged when 
he returns. During her 
summer holiday with her 
father in the Free State, 
a random act of kindness by an attractive Indian man sparks 
an unexpected love affair. Despite being warned not to act 
on these feelings she decides to pursue this relationship. 
Secret meetings followed, since it was against the law at the 
time to have an interracial relationship. When their secret 
comes out, all hell breaks loose. 

Atherstone Room: Saturday 9th July: 15.00 
Sunday 10th July: 17.30

Ayanda
Director: Sara Blecher  Year: 2015, 109 min. PG

A community vibrant with African migrants from across the 
continent, searching for something better, spliced between 
South African’s indigenous, multi-cultured stalwarts, Yeoville 
has conceived its own set of rules to survive. Occasionally legal, 
often - not! Set in this district, Ayanda and the Mechanic is a 
coming-of-age story of a twenty-one year old Afro-hipster, who 
embarks on a journey of self-discovery when she’s thrown into 
a world of greasy overalls, gender stereotypes and abandoned 
vintage cars once loved, in need of a young woman’s re-
inventive touch to bring them back into love again.
Atherstone Room: Saturday 9th July: 20.00 
Sunday 10th July: 20.00
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Alison
Director: Uga Carlini. PG 15 
South Africa 2016, 80 mins

Alison is a triumphant, deeply 
personal and fairytale-like 
account of a woman who, 
after enduring a horrific 
incident in which she is raped, 
stabbed and disemboweled, 
refuses to become a victim. 
Through her survival spirit, 
she is able to transform trauma into a personal liberation 
that has rippling effects on all who meet, hear and see her. 
Very much her own hero, her tale is one of the relentless 
nature of trauma and the constant struggle to keep it at 
bay. Built around intimate interview sessions, this is a story 
of monsters, miracles and hope

Atherstone Room: Thursday 7th July: 17.30 
Friday 8th July: 10.00 • Sunday 10th July: 10.00

                       

Kalushi
Director: Mandla Dube South Africa 2016, 65 minutes 
Cast: Thabo Andrew Rametsi, Thabo Malema, Jafta 
Mamabolo. PG 13

It is the height of Apartheid, and Solomon Kalushi 
Mahlangu is a nineteen year old hawker from the streets 
of Mamelodi. After a brutal beating at the hands of the 
police, he goes into exile to join the liberation movement. 
After undergoing military training in Angola, he is joined 
by friend and comrade Mondy, who, in a heated incident 
loses control and ends up shooting two innocent people 
in downtown Johannesburg. While Mondy is severely 
beaten and tortured, Kalushi faces a daunting trial in 
which the State seeks the highest punishment death by 
hanging. Kalushi is a captivating drama that artfully depicts 
South Africa s struggle period, as well as the seeds of its 
contemporary student liberation movements.

Olive Schreiner Hall: Friday 8 July: 20.00
PLEASE NOTE: This screening is free please obtain a ticket 
from the Monument Box Office

Action Commandant 
(Action Kommandant)
Director: Nadine Cloete 
South Africa 2016, 90 minutes. PG 13

Action Kommandant is the untold story of slain South 
African liberation fighter, Ashley Kriel. During the 
oppressive apartheid era Ashley was known as the Che 
Guevara of Cape Town’s notorious ‘Cape Flats’. Born into 
a single-mother, working class family in Bonteheuwel, he 
grew to become the symbol of 1980s youth resistance. The 
film opens with the voice of Ashley’s mother, Ivy Kriel. This 
audio interview travels with us throughout the film as it 
introduces various chapters of Ashley?s life. The film traces 
this guerrilla soldier’s development from being a member 
of the progressive BYM through to joining Umkhonto 
WeSizwe. What happened to him in the Umkhonto 
Wesizwe camps? Will we ever find the truth about his 
death? 

Atherstone Room: Thursday 7th July: 20.00
Friday 8th July: 17.30 • Saturday 9th July: 17.30

If This Be Treason
Director: Cedric Sundstrom
Cast: Gillian Garlick, Nandi Nyembe, Carl Beukes, Sandra 
Prinsloo 
South Africa 1996, 100 minues. PG 13

Two roads diverged in a wood and I took the one less 
travelled and that made all the difference. Inspired by 
these lines of Robert Frost, activist Helen Joseph, one 
of the prime leaders of the Women’s March of 22,000 
women on the Union Buildings in Pretoria in 1956, a 
signatory of the Freedom Charter, Black Sash member and 
a founder member of the ANC’s white ally the Congress 
of Democrats defined her history. In December 1956 she 
was arrested on the charge of High Treason and spent 9 
years under house arrest becoming the first woman to 
be banned. In Cedric Sundstrom’s rarely seen film Gillian 
Garlick features in a superb performance as Helen Joseph. 
Re-mastered on the occasion of the 60-year anniversary of 
the Woman’s March. She will introduce the screening.

Olive Schreiner Hall: Saturday 9 July: 15:00

IF THIS BE 
TREASON

A Country in Conflict.
Women of Courage.

A Struggle for 
Freedom
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