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Welcome to 
Creativate
Creativate is a digital playground for 
adventurous artists and curious audiences. It 
reveals spaces where technology and the arts 
converge. It presents a world of opportunity 
for bold creators, our planet’s new explorers, 
limited only by the power of their imagination. 
Come and discover this new frontier with us.

Curated by:
Toby Shapshak, Tony Lankester  
and Lauren Fletcher

Acknowledgements
The Creativate Digital Arts Festival acknowledges 
with gratitude the generous support of its sponsor 
Standard Bank.

Creativate appreciates the enthusiasm, hard 
work and long hours that contribute to the 
success of a project like this and acknowledges 
all those involved this year. 

Thanks, in particular, to:
• the creatives, artists and speakers on the 

programme, without whom we would not 
have the Festival

• members of the media for their support and 
continued goodwill 

• and the Festival staff, in particular, Nicci 
Spalding and her Technical Team, who 
manage to keep the lights on no matter 
what.

But, above all, we’d like to thank you, the 
audience, for coming along. We hope you have 
a fantastic time in the Creativate Hub and that, 
with your support and enthusiasm we will go 
grow this mini-fest into something bigger and 
better in the years to come. We encourage and 
welcome your feedback.

Please note that entry to all exhibitions, 
installations, workshops, talks and 
screenings is free of charge but some venues 
have limited capacity so we encourage you 
to book ahead to avoid disappointment.
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African Robots
Ralph Borland with Lewis Kaluzi 

Presenting company: African Robots and SPACECRAFT 

(Installation/Exhibition)

African Robots is a project that intervenes in the street 
‘wire art’ production in Southern Africa (particularly 
South Africa and Zimbabwe). Here, informal sector 
artists make largely ornamental goods from galvanised 
steel fencing wire and other cheap materials, which 
they sell on the streets. African Robots brings DIY 
electronics knowhow and cheap components to 
produce interactive and kinetic forms of work: the 
result? African automatons such as birds, animals and 
insects.
@ralphborland @africanrobots

The Art of Play
Michaella Janse van Vuuren

(Installation/Exhibition)

Art, engineering, 3D printing and a celebration of 
motherhood merge to produce The Art of Play. The 
3D printed fine art sculptures on display, are just one 
example of the artist’s ability to push the limits of 
cutting-edge technology.

Dr. Michaella Janse van Vuuren’s work spans 
multiple disciplines from a Ph.D. in Electrical 
Engineering to being internationally recognisd as 
one of the 40 Most Influential Women in 3D Printing 
by All3DP magazine. Through her work, Michaella 
encourages students to become Createneers: 
individuals that use technology as tools to imagine and 
build a flourishing future.

The core of Creativate is the exhibition hall which gives room for some of South Africa’s most 
daring and interesting artists to exploit the spaces where creativity and technology meet. 
Explore the possibilities of our future. Experience the present through new eyes. And encounter 
the past in ways you’ve never imagined…. 

VENUE FOR ALL EXHIBITIONS: THE CREATIVATE HUB, THOMAS PRINGLE HALL, MONUMENT
OPEN FROM 09:00 to 18:00 DAILY
ENTRANCE IS FREE
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Electric Lady
Caddelle

(Installation/Exhibition)

Electric Lady is a celebration and a warning. Artist 
Caddelle explores the phenomenon of female power in 
an electrifying series. Times are changing and Caddelle 
brings a whole new observable and contemplative 
perspective into light with his Electric Ladies who are 
instigating a sisterhood that is fearfully beautiful.

Special thanks to Roz Faulkner, Louwrens Westraad

Digital Spirits 
and Ancestry
Gerald Genie Khumalo

(Installation/Exhibition)

Digital Spirits and Ancestry is Gerald Khumalo’s work 
about notions of vulnerability and loss of identity in the 
digital space and cityscape. It explores how the primitive 
is subsumed in the infinite digital ocean of information. 
Reminiscent and nostalgic, it investigates the lingering 
ancestral spirits that have been turned into residual code 
after large portions of ancestral and primitive culture were 
digitised. These spirits are glitches to the digital world and 
haunt the digital space.
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eMsamo
Londiwe Mtshali

(Installation/Exhibition)

Traditionally uMsamo is the back of a hut where members 
of a family will go to communicate with their ancestors. 
Nowadays given the absence of traditional huts, uMsamo 
is any place that is designated by family as a place to 
communicate with their ancestors. The installation is 
much like the word, eMsamo is a digital installation 
that plays on the three senses sound, smell, and sight. 
Londiwe Mtshali invites viewers to submit themselves 
and experience this installation with all their senses.

Games and 
Politics
Presenting company: ZKM | Center for Art and Media 

Karlsruhe in cooperation with the Goethe-Institut

(Gaming Exhibition)

The Goethe-Institut South Africa presents Games and 
Politics showcasing the latest developments in the field 
of computer games. The Games & Politics exhibition 
shows how games can highlight serious contemporary 
issues such as the effects of globalisation, the Syria 
conflict, use of drones in war zones the impact of 
a globalised financial market. Experience and play 
with this touring exhibition of 22 games and get 
an intriguing look at how games and politics are 
intertwined and are inseparable.

Art Walkabout: The Design of Political/Learning Games 
28 June 11:00 (2hrs) Limited capacity – book early
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Googly Eyes
Wesley Swanepoel

Presenting company: Wezside Creative Tech Studio

(Installation/Exhibition)

The digital revolution brought with it changes to 
the way we live and work. It also changed the way 
governments worldwide observe their citizens and 
enemies. From social experiments on Facebook and 
big corporates like Huawei installing back doors in 
their software, to politicians pushing for ‘net neutrality’ 
to allow governments to obtain sensitive user data, 
digital surveillance has never been more rife. Wesley 
Swanepoel’s Googly Eyes is commentary on a very real 
Orwellian 1984 situation – happening right now.

Giving Poetry 
Wings 2
Thuthukani Ndlovu

Presenting Company: The Radioactive Blog

(Exhibition)

Giving Poetry Wings 2 is an augmented reality 
exhibition which will showcase collaborative work 
between selected poets and digital artists. This will be 
the result of a hackathon hosted prior to the exhibition, 
with the aim of creating a space and opportunity for 
poets to have their work developed beyond paper/ 
spoken word, as well as for digital artists to create 
new themed work inspired by literature. You definitely 
would not want to miss out on how fascinating and 
beautiful poetry can soar through the digital realm, 
when it’s given the wings and the opportunity to fly 
again.

28 June 13:00 
Public exhibition opening, followed by  
live poetry reading and Q&A
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The Other 
Dakar
Selly Raby Kane

Production company: Electric South

(VR Installation)

A young girl receives a message and takes on the 
challenge to explore the hidden side of Dakar. Through 
the exploration of 360° VR, Senegalese mythology 
and beautiful experimental visuals, Selly Raby Kane 
uses design, creativity and technology to re-invest into 
imaginary spaces. The Other Dakar was made with 
these two ingredients: accident and pro-action, with 
the underlying aim to contribute to the rebrand of an 
understated city.

Screening daily from 12:00 – 14:30

HERE
Presented by: twospinningwheels & Electric South

(VR Installation)

Experience the first time viewing of HERE, a virtual 
reality experience, combining live action, 360° footage, 
and hand-drawn animation in a vibrant 10-minute 
spectacle.  Artists with disabilities celebrate the South 
African Disability Rights Movement and reimagine 
Johannesburg as an inclusive stage for a fantastical 
happening. Using the mediums of performance, film,
animation and virtual reality, these artists triumphantly 
claim their space in the city: they are “HERE!”

Written and directed by: Shelley Barry
Featuring: Marlene Le Roux
Animation: Kombo Chapfika
Producer: Caitlin Robinson
Produced by Electric South  
with support from the Ford Foundation.

Screening times: 09:00 - 11:30 & 15:00 - 17:30 daily
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Paroxysmal
Constantino Brito Grek

(Exhibition/Installation)

Paroxysm: a fit, attack, or sudden increase or recurrence 
of symptoms (as of a disease).

Biological growth patterns occur on 3D scanned 
models in this interactive video depicting the 
aesthetics and beauty of a paroxysmal transformation. 
Users are granted the opportunity to make their 
own interpretation of the violent yet harmonious 
transformation.

Graffiti Hyper 
Realism 2
Terance Nzuza

Presenting company: Yeolihood Studios 

(Live graffiti and live-streaming)

Graffiti Hyper-Realism & New Media Spectacle 
experiment with the parallelism of real and virtual 
dimensions and between the public practices of 
graffiti painting and the private ritual of Internet live 
streaming through social media platforms of Facebook 
and Instagram. This site-specific performance involves 
audience participation on both location and virtually. 
Aspects of the live-painting event will be live-streamed 
to the Creativate Hub for 45 minutes each day from  
27 to 30 June as follows:

27 June 10:00 28 June 11:00  
29 June 12:00 30 June 13:00
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The Water 
Crisis, Beyond 
Cape Town
Brad Jackson

(Short Film)

Water - the very element which we cannot survive 
without. So abused in society even in its scarcity. 
The Cape Town water crisis has had massive news 
coverage both nationally and internationally. 
However there has been little awareness raised for 
Joza township in Makhanda, Eastern Cape which 
is renowned for severe water shortages not merely 
caused by the drought, but also the poor infrastructure 
of the town. Using Social Media as a platform to quickly 
spread information, this short film is created to function 
as an awareness campaign via social media.

Touch Me Hard
Obett Motaung

(Installation/Exhibition/Live Performance)

Obett Motaung’s installation uses coding, LED displays and the 
human body to explore the idea of the freak and fetish discourses: 
body, sex and race. Through performance, Obett examines and 
analyses the exhibited body and its links between its social-
historical contexts, politics and other implicated and related 
strands of culture.

Live performances daily from 15:00 - 16:00  
in the Thomas Pringle Hall (Ages: 16+)

Ukubekindlebe
Sanjin Muftic

(Visual Art/App)

This is an opportunity to hear an imagined past. The 
past in question: the 1819 Battle of Grahamstown. By 
walking through the streets of Makhanda with your 
phone, you’ll be able to eavesdrop on some nearby 
conversations, and consider some intriguing questions 
about our past.

(A link to download the Ukubekindlebe app for your 
smartphone will be available in the exhibition hall – 
thereafter it’s up to you to experience the exhibition in 
your own time, around our city.)
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Will and Shane
Brent Meistre and Russell Bruns

Presenting Company: Will and Shane

(Instagram and street pole exhibition)

Russell Bruns and Brent Meistre explore the notion of ‘home’ 
through site-specific performances, video, photography, 
music, instagram  and good old door-to-door marketing. By 
unravelling place, history and privilege through practices of 
defamilisation, the fictitious Will Power and Shane Malone 
occupy the foreground and background, but mostly perform 
within the middle ground. Will Power will make performative 
appearances at key venues and sites over the Festival. He will 
communicate his daily movements on Instagram and hey! may 
even start to use Twitter? Follow Shane (@shane_yes_shane) 
and Will (@powertothewill) to prepare for this experience.

The Invisible 
Exhibition
Artists: William Kentridge, Marcus Neustetter, 
Mbongeni Fakudze, Fatima Tayob Moosa, 
Lady Skollie, Grace Mokalapa, Io Makandal, 
Cow Mash, Blessing Ngobeni, and Anastasia 
Pather
Presenting company: TMRW & The Centre 
for the Less Good Idea

(Augmented Reality Exhibition)

The second iteration of The Invisible Exhibition 
will feature 10 of its Augmented Reality 
artworks at Creativate. A collaboration of 
TMRW and The Centre for the Less Good 
Idea and co-curated by Phala Ookeditse 
Phala and David April, the work emerged out 
of Season 5 of The Centre for the Less Good 
Idea. Created using Tilt Brush, the Augmented 
Reality Artworks will be presented through a 
specially developed app loaded onto tablets. 
The app enables audiences to effortlessly 
scroll through, and experience, William 
Kentridge’s Typewriter, Marcus Neustetter’s The 
Observatory, Mbongeni Fakudze’s Rhythm, 
Fatima Tayob Moosa’s Phases of Connection, 
Lady Skollie’s Watch The Expulsion, 
Grace Mokalapa’s Mysterious Forms – 
GB698, Io Makandal’s The Grit and The 
Pearl, Cow Mash’s Udder Storm, Blessing 
Ngobeni’s Pierced Scars and Anastasia 
Pather’s You’re an obstacle, You’re not a man. 
Traditional forms of art and performance are re-
imagined through free-spirited, transdisciplinary 
collaboration and the alternative realities made 
possible by technology.
 
The Invisible Exhibition is presented by TMRW 
with The Centre for the Less Good Idea
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27 JUNE 18:00 28 JUNE 11:00 30 JUNE 11:00  
1 JULY 11:00

3 JULY 18:00 & 21:00 4 JULY 12:00 & 18:00  
5 JULY 11:00

Cellist with 
Rabies

Jemma Kahn uses the kamishibai, a fascinating 
form of Japanese street theatre, to explore uniquely 
South African themes with universal reach

A virologist, on the precipice of making the first major 
breakthrough in rabies research since Louis Pasteur, is 
caught off guard when the rabies virus in her petri dish 
begins talking to her. Cellist with Rabies, a new South 
African play from a multi-award-winning team, pushes 
the boundaries of kamishibai to tell a story of disease, 
failure and breakfast.

Director Jaco Bouwer creates work that is 
conceptual and dense; allowing viewers to get a view 
of his complex cultural critique. Jemma Kahn’s plays 
are intensely collaborative across artistic media, often 
centering on her interest in erotic nihilism. Jaco Bouwer 
and Jemma Kahn are both previous winners of the 
Standard Bank Young Artist Award for Theatre and 
Cellist with Rabies is their first collaboration. 

Director: Jaco Bouwer
Writer: Jemma Kahn
Performers: Jemma Kahn & David Viviers
Set Design: Rocco Pool

I Am Somebody

The performers of Sirqus Alfon weave an infectious 
spell of unbridled insanity. 

A lyrical, sharp-edged, apocalyptic music-theatre piece, 
interpreted on a rich visual canvas, with haunting 
choreography, soaring vocals rap, opera and live 
electronica. Chaotic adventure with technical hi-jinx 
that you have never seen on the stage before makes 
Sirqus Alfon a unique artistic experience. 

Hailing from Sweden, Sirqus Alfon presents I Am 
Somebody – a unique high-tech musical innovation for 
the internet generation (and everyone else). Skilfully 
crafting an interactive comedy performance imbued 
with rhythm, humour and a touch of magic, they 
represent a genre entirely of their own in which the 
audience gets to be the star of the show.

Sirqus Alfon has been touring internationally since 
2004 – from Chinese theatres to refugee camps in 
Palestine to burlesque clubs in New York. They have 
worked with the Swedish National Touring Theatre, 
Cirkus Cirkör, and Clowns without Borders. Sirqus Alfon 
appeared on Season 12 of America’s Got Talent and 
won the Pick of the Fringe Award at the 2017 Adelaide 
Fringe.

GRAEME COLLEGE | 1hr 25m | ENGLISH  
R80 (Full) R75 (Conc) R73 (Group) | 16+ (MNP)

GUY BUTLER THEATRE | 55m | ENGLISH 
R80 (Full) R75 (Conc) R73 (Group) | ALL AGES
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Ersatz

A cross between Jacques Tati and Black Mirror, 
under the watchful eye of Alan Turing, Ersatz is a 
frozen shard from an already present future.’

Ersatz is Julien Mellano’s freely fantasised projection 
of a future man. A potential monster, this man is the 
absurd result of the alchemy between humans and 
machines. The solitary specimen in Ersatz seems to be 
a remnant of a disenchanted future, as he suffers the 
consequences of a technological revolution that has 
not entirely regained its footing. 

In this non-verbal piece, Mellano manipulates 
concrete objects to explore virtual reality. Moving 
between humour and disturbing farce, Mellano invites 
the audience to be part of a comical and mysterious 
treasure hunt, where symbols come together to create 
an allegorical tableau that is strangely reminiscent of 
17th century vanitas paintings. Far from being a neatly 
organised narrative about the future, Ersatz is a journey 
into the troubled world hidden within ourselves, and it 
delves into our most deeply buried roots.

Frogman

At once a coming-of-age drama, supernatural 
thriller and pioneering integration of live 
performance and virtual reality, Frogman will 
sweep you up in its wake.

It’s 2019, a police officer arrives at Meera’s laboratory. 
Meera, an expert on corals, is interrogated about 
Ashleigh Richardson, a teenager who went missing in 
1995.

It’s 1995, and Meera is a young girl. It’s her first 
sleepover with her best friends, Lily and Shaun. 
Cassette recordings from the radio and Sega Mega 
Drive distract them from theories about Ashleigh’s 
disappearance. Outside, on the Great Barrier Reef, 
police divers are on a search-and-rescue mission by 
torchlight.

At the crossroads of contemporary performance 
and cutting-edge tech, the technically innovative 
Frogman is a tender coming-of-age thriller that explores 
the fragility of childhood imagination. Audiences 
experience the 1995 storyline in a 360-degree virtual-
reality environment.  

28 JUNE 20:00 29 JUNE 11:00 & 18:00  
30 JUNE 14:00 & 18:00

GRAEME COLLEGE | 50m | ENGLISH 
R80 (Full) R75 (Concession) R73 (Group) | 12+

27 JUNE 12:00 28 JUNE 12:00  
29 JUNE 14:00 & 18:00 30 JUNE 14:00 & 18:00

SCOUT HALL | 1hr 5min | ENGLISH 
R80 (Full) R75 (Concession) R73 (Group) | 12+
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THURSDAY 27 JUNE VENUE PAGE

09:00 - 11:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

11:30 - 12:15 The Future of eMobility Ntsikana Gallery 21

12:00 - 14:30 The Other Dakar Thomas Pringle Hall 6

12:00 - 13:05 Frogman Scout Hall 11

12:40 - 13:00 Exploring the Language of Design Ntsikana Gallery 20

14:00 - 16:30 Createneering Ntsikana Gallery 14

15:00 - 17:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

15:00 - 16:00 Touch Me Hard Thomas Pringle Hall 8

18:00 - 19:25 Cellist with Rabies Graeme College 10

FRIDAY 28 JUNE

09:00 - 11:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

10:00 - 10:20 Exploring the Language of Design Ntsikana Gallery 20

11:00 - 11:45 In the Footsteps of Electric Ladies Ntsikana Gallery 21

11:00 - 12:25 Cellist with Rabies Graeme College 10

11:00 - 13:00 Games and Politics Walkabout Thomas Pringle Hall 4

12:00 - 13:05 Frogman Scout Hall 11

12:00 - 14:30 The Other Dakar Thomas Pringle Hall 6

12:30 - 13:30 Songsmith Ntsikana Gallery 23

13:00 - 14:00 Giving Poetry Wings Walkabout Thomas Pringle Hall 5 / 15

14:00 - 16:00 Train Jam Talkshop Ntsikana Gallery 24

15:00 - 17:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

15:00 - 16:00 Touch Me Hard Thomas Pringle Hall 8

20:00 - 20:50 Ersatz Graeme College 11

SATURDAY 29 JUNE

09:00 - 11:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

10:00 - 10:20 Exploring the Language of Design Ntsikana Gallery 20

11:00 - 11:50 Ersatz Graeme College 11

11:30 - 13:00 Art-duino Ntsikana Gallery 14

12:00 - 14:30 The Other Dakar Thomas Pringle Hall 6

13:30 - 14:00 Ukubekindlebe Ntsikana Gallery 8 / 24

14:00 - 15:05 Frogman Scout Hall 11

15:00 - 17:30 Createneering Ntsikana Gallery 14

15:00 - 17:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

15:00 - 16:00 Touch Me Hard Thomas Pringle Hall 8

18:00 - 19:05 Frogman Scout Hall 11

18:00 - 18:20 Ersatz Graeme College 11

SUNDAY 30 JUNE

09:00 - 11:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

10:00 - 10:45 The Art of Engineering Ntsikana Gallery 17

11:00 - 12:25 Cellist with Rabies Graeme College 10

11:30 - 12:30 Instagram Masterclass Ntsikana Gallery 15

SATURDAY 30 JUNE (CONT) VENUE PAGE

12:00 - 14:30 The Other Dakar Thomas Pringle Hall 6

13:00 - 14:00 Artificial Intelligence Ntsikana Gallery 22

14:00 - 14:50 Ersatz Graeme College 11

14:00 - 15:05 Frogman Scout Hall 11

15:00 - 17:30 Createneering Ntsikana Gallery 14

15:00 - 17:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

15:00 - 16:00 Touch Me Hard Thomas Pringle Hall 8

18:00 - 18:50 Ersatz Graeme College 11

18:00 - 19:05 Frogman Scout Hall 11

MONDAY 1 JULY

09:00 - 11:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

10:00 - 11:00 Exploring Tech in Theatre Ntsikana Gallery 20

11:00 - 12:25 Cellist with Rabies Graeme College 10

11:30 - 12:30 Instagram Masterclass Ntsikana Gallery 15

12:00 - 14:30 The Other Dakar Thomas Pringle Hall 7

14:30 - 15:30 Artificial Intelligence Ntsikana Gallery 22

15:00 - 16:00 Touch Me Hard Thomas Pringle Hall 8

15:00 - 17:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

TUESDAY 2 JULY

09:00 - 11:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

10:00 - 11:00 Exploring Tech in Theatre Ntsikana Gallery 20

12:00 - 14:30 The Other Dakar Thomas Pringle Hall 6

11:30 - 11:50 Vernacular Algorithms Ntsikana Gallery 24

15:00 - 16:00 Touch Me Hard Thomas Pringle Hall 8

15:00 - 16:30 Art-duino Ntsikana Gallery 14

15:00 - 17:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

WEDNESDAY 3 JULY

09:00 - 11:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

10:00 - 11:00 Triggerfish Animation Ntsikana Gallery 19

12:00 - 12:20 The Power of Purr Ntsikana Gallery 23

12:00 - 14:30 The Other Dakar Thomas Pringle Hall 6

13:00 - 14:00 Triggerfish Animation Ntsikana Gallery 19

14:30 - 15:15
An Artistic Approach to  
Emerging Technologies

Ntsikana Gallery 17

15:00 - 17:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

15:00 - 16:00 Touch Me Hard Thomas Pringle Hall 8

18:00 - 18:55 I am Somebody Guy Butler Theatre 10

21:00 - 21:55 I am Somebody Guy Butler Theatre 10

THURSDAY 4 JULY

09:00 - 11:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

10:30 - 11:30 Dubship I – Black Starliner Ntsikana Gallery 20
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SATURDAY 30 JUNE (CONT) VENUE PAGE

12:00 - 14:30 The Other Dakar Thomas Pringle Hall 6

13:00 - 14:00 Artificial Intelligence Ntsikana Gallery 22

14:00 - 14:50 Ersatz Graeme College 11

14:00 - 15:05 Frogman Scout Hall 11

15:00 - 17:30 Createneering Ntsikana Gallery 14

15:00 - 17:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

15:00 - 16:00 Touch Me Hard Thomas Pringle Hall 8

18:00 - 18:50 Ersatz Graeme College 11

18:00 - 19:05 Frogman Scout Hall 11

MONDAY 1 JULY

09:00 - 11:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

10:00 - 11:00 Exploring Tech in Theatre Ntsikana Gallery 20

11:00 - 12:25 Cellist with Rabies Graeme College 10

11:30 - 12:30 Instagram Masterclass Ntsikana Gallery 15

12:00 - 14:30 The Other Dakar Thomas Pringle Hall 7

14:30 - 15:30 Artificial Intelligence Ntsikana Gallery 22

15:00 - 16:00 Touch Me Hard Thomas Pringle Hall 8

15:00 - 17:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

TUESDAY 2 JULY

09:00 - 11:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

10:00 - 11:00 Exploring Tech in Theatre Ntsikana Gallery 20

12:00 - 14:30 The Other Dakar Thomas Pringle Hall 6

11:30 - 11:50 Vernacular Algorithms Ntsikana Gallery 24

15:00 - 16:00 Touch Me Hard Thomas Pringle Hall 8

15:00 - 16:30 Art-duino Ntsikana Gallery 14

15:00 - 17:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

WEDNESDAY 3 JULY

09:00 - 11:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

10:00 - 11:00 Triggerfish Animation Ntsikana Gallery 19

12:00 - 12:20 The Power of Purr Ntsikana Gallery 23

12:00 - 14:30 The Other Dakar Thomas Pringle Hall 6

13:00 - 14:00 Triggerfish Animation Ntsikana Gallery 19

14:30 - 15:15
An Artistic Approach to  
Emerging Technologies

Ntsikana Gallery 17

15:00 - 17:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

15:00 - 16:00 Touch Me Hard Thomas Pringle Hall 8

18:00 - 18:55 I am Somebody Guy Butler Theatre 10

21:00 - 21:55 I am Somebody Guy Butler Theatre 10

THURSDAY 4 JULY

09:00 - 11:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

10:30 - 11:30 Dubship I – Black Starliner Ntsikana Gallery 20

THURSDAY 4 JULY (CONT) VENUE PAGE

12:00 - 14:30 The Other Dakar Thomas Pringle Hall 6

12:00 - 12:30 The New Creative Utopias Ntsikana Gallery 23

12:00 - 12:55 I am Somebody Guy Butler Theatre 10

13:00 - 13:40 From Rectangle to Circle Ntsikana Gallery 21

14:00 - 14:20 The Power of Purr Ntsikana Gallery 23

15:00 - 17:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall `6

15:00 - 16:00 Touch Me Hard Thomas Pringle Hall 8

15:30 - 16:30
Slaves to the Rhythm:  
Analog to Digital

Ntsikana Gallery 16

18:00 - 18:55 I am Somebody Guy Butler Theatre 10

FRIDAY 5 JULY

09:00 - 11:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

10:00 - 11:00
Slaves to the Rhythm:  
Content Creation

Ntsikana Gallery 16

11:00 - 11:55 I am Somebody Guy Butler Theatre 10

11:30 - 12:00 The New Creative Utopias Ntsikana Gallery 23

12:00 - 14:30 The Other Dakar Thomas Pringle Hall 6

12:30 - 13:00 2.D Animation and its Relevance Ntsikana Gallery 18

14:00 - 14:45
The Long Walk to App 
Development

Ntsikana Gallery 22

15:00 - 17:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall `6

15:00 - 16:00 Touch Me Hard Thomas Pringle Hall 8

15:30 - 15:50 The Power of Purr Ntsikana Gallery 23

23:30 - late Creativate Closing Jam Fountain Foyer 25

SATURDAY 6 JULY

09:00 - 11:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

10:00 - 11:30 Art-duino Ntsikana Gallery 14

12:00 - 12:30 The New Creative Utopias Ntsikana Gallery 23

12:00 - 14:30 The Other Dakar Thomas Pringle Hall 6

13:00 - 14:00 World Building through Animation Ntsikana Gallery 18

14:30 - 15:30 Dubship I – Black Starliner Ntsikana Gallery 20

15:00 - 17:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

15:00 - 16:00 Touch Me Hard Thomas Pringle Hall 8

16:00 - 16:45
An Artistic Approach to Emerging 
Technologies

Ntsikana Gallery 17

SUNDAY 7 JULY

09:00 - 11:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

12:00 - 14:30 The Other Dakar Thomas Pringle Hall 6

15:00 - 17:30 HERE Thomas Pringle Hall 6

15:00 - 16:00 Touch Me Hard Thomas Pringle Hall 8
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Art-duino
Presenter: Gareth Walwyn
Company: Access Music Project
Explore the creative space where programming, 
design and art meet. In this informative hands-on 
workshop, you will explore the introductory elements 
of Arduino and programme your own unique artwork. 
During the workshop, participants will learn to code 
simple graphics on an RGB matrix of Neopixels. Using 
geometric, graphic and animatic functions, complex 
creative and expressive sequences will be built from 
simple building blocks which will be taught during the 
session. The best designs will then be displayed on the 
National Arts Festival’s wall-sized giant LED matrix.

Createneering 
workshop: 
Drawing with sound effects

Presenter: Dr. Michaella Janse van Vuuren
Ever wanted to add sound to your drawing? Now you 
can! In this workshop, you get to play your picture like 
a musical instrument or make your monster drawing 
roar out loud. Drawing not your thing? Then write a 
story and add sound effects to make it come alive. You 
will learn about sensors, conductivity and capacitive 
touch just by having fun. Createneering is Dr. Michaella 
Janse van Vuuren’s most recent project. She is bringing 
her wealth of knowledge in the arts, design, and 
engineering to education, developing courses that 
introduce technology learning playfully through the 
arts.

29 June 11:30 2 July 15:00 6 July 10:00

Ntsikana Gallery | 1hr 30mins | English | 12+

27 June 14:00 29 June 15:00 30 June 15:00

Ntsikana Gallery | 2hrs 30m | English | All

Learn some new skills and open your eyes to new possibilities in Creativate’s hands-on 
workshops. The exciting, interactive line-up of workshops will cover a range of topics from 
interactive arts, social media, digital soundscapes, augmented reality, Arduino programming 
and so much more. 

All workshops are free but booking is essential as capacities are limited.
Book online at www.nationalartsfestival.co.za or call 0860 002 004
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Giving Poetry 
Wings 2
Presenter: Thuthukani Ndlovu
Company: The Radioactive Blog
Giving Poetry Wings is a poetry and digital art 
hackathon with the aim of creating a space and 
opportunity for poets to have their work developed 
beyond paper/ spoken word, as well as for digital 
artists to create new themed work inspired by literature. 
Twelve participants (six poets and six digital artists) 
will be tasked with collectively creating new work and 
exploring different ways that poetry can be expressed 
digitally. The hackathon will provide the right climate 
for ideas to be shared, generated, and for participants 
to think outside the box that tends to confine a lot of 
people in their respective industries. You definitely do 
not want to miss out on how fascinating and beautiful 
poetry can soar through the augmented reality, when 
it’s given the wings and the opportunity to fly.

This hackathon will take place over two days prior 
to the start of the Festival – from 24 to 25 June. An 
exhibition of the work created during this time will be 
on display in the Creativate Exhibition Hub. 

To participate in the hackathon, apply online at 
www.theradioactiveblog.com

Instagram 
Masterclass 
for Artists, 
Theatre-makers 
& Performers
Presenter: Steven van Wyk
Company: D.O. Digital Academy
We all know how to post photos to Instagram and 
maybe even use a few hashtags, but how can we use 
it as artists to gain massive reach, build an audience, 
sell tickets, generate leads and build our artistic 
community? This Instagram Masterclass is designed as 
a workshop in which digital marketing strategist Steve 
van Wyk guides you through the process of crafting 
a strategy for yourself or your company on Instagram. 
Learn how to leverage the platform to create awareness 
of your work, sell tickets or artworks, generate leads, 
and develop an online community. The workshop 
format allows participants to gain practical knowledge 
as we work through the functionality of the platform 
together on our phones.

Open daily from 9:00 to 18:00 27 June to 7 July

Thomas Pringle Hall (exhibition – see page 05)

30 June 11:30 1 July 11:30

Ntsikana Gallery | 1hr | English | 13+



16 | Creativate Workshops NATIONAL ARTS FESTIVAl

Content Creation:  
The new global path for 
creatives

Presenters: Barry van Zyl, Josh Hawkes & DJ 
Strat3gy (Glenn van Loggerenberg)
The entertainment industry’s focus is on ownership 
of content, at a scale never experienced before. Trend 
setters like Spotify, Netflix and Amazon are licensing 
and producing massive amounts of music and film for 
online distribution. Technology has turned anyone 
with an idea into a producer. Glenn, Josh and Barry 
will explore this new reality, and will co-create audio 
samples and video clips with the workshop attendees.

5 July 10:00

Ntsikana Gallery | 1hr | English | All ages

Slaves to the 
Rhythm
Renowned drummer Barry van Zyl (Johnny 

Clegg’s long-time drummer) and bassist 

Josh Hawkes (Freshlyground, Streaks, Zap 

Dragons) present up close and personal 

workshops, illustrated by live performance 

– creativity and innovation through the 

lens of globally experienced South African 

musicians. and ambassadors of Southern 

African culture. 

Analog to Digital:  
A creative journey from 
ownership to access

Presenters: Barry van Zyl & Josh Hawkes
Barry and Josh will take you through the seismic 
disruptions that have impacted the music industry, and 
the way creative output is produced and distributed. 
Technology has always been fast tracked to benefit 
the business imperative, from early wax recorders to 
CD technology, to file downloads, and the new reality 
of streaming platforms. The core product however is 
unchanged: a great song is still a great song.

4 July 15:30

Ntsikana Gallery | 1hr | English | All ages
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An Artistic 
Approach 
to Emerging 
Technology
Presenter: Gareth Steele
Company: Eden Labs
Eden Labs is a research and development lab exploring 
emerging technology. Based in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, the lab develops immersive experiences 
with artists to push the limits of these technologies. 
Focusing on VR / AR, 3D printing and software 
development, Eden Labs uses variety of mixed reality 
technology and other digital media to tell captivating 
and interactive stories.

3 July 14:30 6 July 16:00

Ntsikana Gallery | 45mins | English | All ages

Our intimate talks programme, covering a range of topics from interactive arts, techno fundies, 
digital soundscapes, app designs, 3D printing and so much more, will stretch your mind and 
imagination.

All talks take place in the Ntsikana Gallery in the Monument – adjacent to the Creativate Exhibition Hub 
in Thomas Pringle Hall – and are free of charge. Booking is recommended, however, as capacities are 
limited. Book online at www.nationalartsfestival.co.za or call 0860 002 004.

The Art of 
Engineering
Presenter: Dr Michaella Janse van Vuuren
Michaella Janse van Vuuren’s interest lies in mastering, 
and pushing the limits of a particular technology and 
at the same time transcending the object into a work 
of art. In this talk, she will explain various cutting-edge 
technologies by referring to artworks that she created. 
These artworks summarise a lengthy learning process, 
often years of research, that accumulate in a single 
image or series of objects. Different disciplines are 
filled with jargon and buzzwords making it hard for 
newcomers to understand. Michaella will explain how 
she enters new fields and works her way to expert level.

30 June 10:00

Ntsikana Gallery | 45mins | English | All ages
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2D Animation: 
Its relevance 
locally and 
internationally
Presenter: Jenna Gien
Company: Mind’s Eye Creative
One of the largest 2D animation studios in based 
in South Africa, Mind’s Eye Creative is a full service 
animation studio specialising in 2.D animation, 
founded in 2011. Mind’s Eye Creative has produced 
animation for Nickelodeon, Cartoon Network, Netflix, 
Amazon Prime, YouTube Red, True TV, WWE, Discovery 
Life and Comedy Central. Mind’s Eye Creative 
animators love what we do and are passionate about 
growing the animation industry in South Africa! They 
strive to produce world-class animation and welcome 
challenges as new learning experiences!

5 July 12:30

Ntsikana Gallery | 30mins | English | All ages

World Building 
through 
Animation
Presenter: Ree Treweek
Company: Tulips and Chimneys
Tulips and Chimneys are a Cape Town-based creative 
studio specialising in animation, concept development 
and creating visuals for films, digital and print media. 
They dream up and construct unique, diverse 
aesthetics for environments, sets, props and costumes 
for all media. They will be showcasing the early stages 
of conceptualising a project, overseeing its direction 
and developing it to its final form. They are renowned 
for their character design – whether it’s a bohemian 
princess, a wacky vegetable or an outlandish pirate, 
great care is taken to ensure that their stories and 
unique personalities are beautifully depicted.

6 July 13:00

Ntsikana Gallery | 1hr | English | All ages

Sponsored by Animation South Africa, the AnimationXChange is a monthly 

event whereby members of the industry and students can exchange animation 

skills, showcase their work, network with key industry members and learn 

about the different job opportunities that exist within the market place.
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Triggerfish 
Animation 
Masterclass
How to create and pitch your  
animated content 

Presenter: Malcolm Wope
Company: Triggerfish Animation Studios
Join Malcolm Wope, lead character artist at Triggerfish 
animation studios in Cape Town as he goes through 
the process of both creating worlds and stories in 

animation as well as getting it ready for a pitch.
 This insightful animation talk will touch on aspects 

of the industry that will be useful to anyone aspiring 
to be in it or for working professionals looking to make 
their ideas hit the big screen.

As a a major player in the development of South 
Africa’s thriving local industry, Triggerfish’s films are 
raising the profile of South African animation on the 
global stage, as evidenced through their international 
awards for feature films, short films, and high-quality 
service work.

Triggerfish Animation is a Cape Town-based media 
and entertainment company, producing original 
character-driven stories with universal appeal. Since 
establishment in 1996, they have grown into Africa’s 
largest CG animation company, employing some of the 
most talented digital artists and developers.

3 July 10:00 & 13:00

Ntsikana Gallery | 1hr | English | All ages
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Exploring Tech in 
Theatre Storytelling
Presenter: Justin Wilkinson
As the world of technology becomes more exciting, new ways 
of exploring the art of story-telling are unfolding. How can future 
artists, writers and directors make use of technology to enhance 
the creative art of telling their stories? This is the cornerstone of 
the lecture that writer/director Justin Wilkinson will be presenting 
as he demonstrates how using technology elements can enhance 
performances. This includes coding to create unique production 
value elements, creating digital characters that interact with actors, 
and using innovative multimedia. He also explores the future of what 
can be made possible and where tech can be used to transcend 
existing barriers for both actors and directors.

Dubship 1 – 
Black Starliner
Presenter: Ralph Borland
Company: African Robots and SPACECRAFT
One hundred years ago, the Black Star Line was 
established by Marcus Garvey as a black-owned 
shipping line with the aim of repatriating the 
descendants of African slaves. Fifty years later, the 
singer Fred Locks recorded the dub track ‘Black Star 
Liner’. In conjuring imaginary spaces through sound, 
dub embraces imagery of space travel. The sculpture 
‘Dubship I - Black Starliner’, a project by African Robots 
and SPACECRAFT with funding from the National 
Arts Council of South Africa, takes these elements to 
produce its own ‘version’ of an imagined spacecraft. 
This ‘dub lecture’ by the lead artist Ralph Borland 
explores the history of the Black Star Line, dub music 
and technology to tell the story of the sculpture.

4 July 10:30 6 July 14:30

Ntsikana Gallery | 1hr | English | All ages

1 July 10:00 2 July 10:00

Ntsikana Gallery 1hr | English | All

Exploring the 
Language of 
Design
Presenter: Hugh Fraser
Hugh Fraser graduated and practices as an architect. 
However, he has a fascination for film and the built 
environment. To this end he has travelled to 95 
countries and over 400 cities and towns around the 
world to record the interaction between buildings 
and humans. He is also intrigued by the opportunities 
offered by current technology to portray the language 
of design; the use of stop motion techniques to capture 
the urban fabric; and  in the aesthetic but also human 
activity.

27 June 12:40 28 June 10:00 29 June 10:00

Ntsikana Gallery | 20mins | English | All ages
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27 June 11:30

Ntsikana Gallery | 45mins | English | All ages

28 June 11:00

Ntsikana Gallery 45mins | English | All

4 July 13:00

Ntsikana Gallery | 40mins | English | All ages

From Rectangle 
to Circle
Presenter: Shelley Barry
Company: twospinningwheels
Shelley Barry reflects on her creative practice as a 
filmmaker and the process of making her first virtual 
reality experience, HERE. Premiering at Creativate, 
HERE is a combination of performances, film, animation 
and virtual reality creating a platform to reimagine 
Johannesburg as an inclusive stage for a fantastical 
happening.

Shelley is the founder and director of 
twospinningwheels, a production company that aims 
to explore new languages in cinema and marginalised 
voices having access to the craft of filmmaking.

The Future of 
eMobility
Presenter: Dr Joost Kessels
Company: Volkswagen South Africa
Dr Joost Kessels illuminates the future of eMobility 
- and how much of it is already here... Joost has the 
exciting job of running the team that is responsible for 
bringing the first Volkswagen eVehicles to South Africa, 
and asks the questions: what challenges does South 
Africa pose to the introduction of eVehicles? Is our 
climate too hot, are our distances too long? What will 
the customer of the future need from their cars? This 
interactive and informative lecture allows a glimpse 
into a world around the corner.

In the Footsteps of 
the Electric Ladies
Presenter: Caddelle
Caddelle is a multi-disciplinary artist who discusses his journey 
in creating the Electric Lady series in this talk.  He reflects on 
his relationship with the computer and art over the past three 
decades, starting out as a Bromide camera operator, then 
becoming a graphic artist using cut and paste techniques, and, 
from 1989 when he was exposed to his first graphics computer, 
a digital artist. In light of open source software, through his 
artworks, Caddelle explores new possibilities of expression and 
a renewed sense of discovery following in the footsteps of the 
Electric Ladies… Special Thanks to Roz Faulkner and Louwrens 
Westraad.
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Is Artificial 
Intelligence 
the Next 
Revolution in 
Music?
Presenter: Segodi Leshalabe
Technology has undoubtedly taken over the music 
industry landscape. In various markets across the 
world, the music industry is no longer run by music 
companies but by technology companies. The result 
has been a rapid change in the music sector, fuelled by 
technological changes. Artificial intelligence (AI) has 
made inroads in many industries. Now with technology 
leading the music industry, the question becomes: Is 
AI the next big thing in Music? In this presentation, we 
look at various AI technologies in music, giving us a 
glimpse of what is potentially the next music revolution, 
and where South Africa stands in this whole equation.

Long Walk 
to App 
Development
Presenter: Litha Soyizwapi
Eastern Cape born Litha Soyizwapi is a graphic 
designer and a self-taught iOS developer. When 
Litha moved to Johannesburg, he struggled with the 
complex mini-bus taxi systems. Being a problem lover 
and a solutions guy, Litha developed GauRider, an 
app that helps one navigate Johannesburg’s public 
transport systems with ease. In 2016, GauRider became 
the top paid for app in the South African iPhone travel 
category. Litha is a designer who believes creativity 
and design thinking can change the world with the 
aim of creating: “simple and elegant solutions for 
everyone”.

30 June 13:00 1 July 14:30

Ntsikana Gallery | 1hr | English | All ages

5 July 14h00

Ntsikana Gallery | 45mins | English | All ages
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The New Creative 
Utopias
Presenter: Julius Wiedemann
Company: TASCHEN GmbH
The 21st century presents us with the challenge of hyperactive 
possibilities at the same time as we are faced with boredom. 
The future we imagined a century ago is now a reality, and more 
often than not a reality that exceeded expectations. How do we 
move on from here creatively, finding our talent, and applying 
it to (and maybe exceed again the expectations of) our next 
utopia? From political divisions to a unified willingness to survive, 
it is a challenge like no other. And a perfect task for creative 
professionals with all types of expertise. 

4 July 12:00 5 July 11:30 6 July 12:00

Ntsikana Gallery 30mins | Eng | All

3 July 12:00 4 July 14:00 5 July 15:30

Ntsikana Gallery | 20mins | English | All ages

28 June 12:30

Ntsikana Gallery | 1hr | English | All ages

The Power of 
Purr
Presenter: Gary Baseman
Explore the ‘Power of Purr’ as illuminated by US-based 
multidisciplinary artist Gary Baseman. In reaction 
to what the artist sees as his homeland country’s 
widespread anxiety about a crumbling democracy 
and growth of divisiveness and racism, Baseman gains 
inspiration and wisdom from his pet companion Blackie 
the Cat, a long-time muse that inspired iconic Baseman 
characters ChouChou and Ahwroo who both represent 
the need for love. Starting In 2018, The Purr Room 
presented in Los Angeles and London has shared 
Blackie’s meditative “triple purr” with thousands, 
encouraging all to pause, re/focus on goodness, and 
feel the healing power of purr.

Songsmith 
& the Living 
Will of 
Technological 
Artworks
Presenter: Jenna Burchell
In this talk, the artist Jenna Burchell shares her process 
and experience in the creation of her internationally 
acclaimed Songsmith project. She explores the 
nonsensical, yet beautiful, depth in technology when 
it is used with art; especially when it appears to act 
according to its own will. She poses the question; how 
can we merge art and technology into our physical 
world so that we can access knowledge otherwise 
invisible to us. 

Jenna is represented by Sulger-Buell Gallery in 
London and Everard Read Gallery in Johannesburg.
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Ukubekindlebe
Presenter: Sanjin Muftic
Sanjin Muftic will discuss and launch the app for latest 
his artwork – Ukubekindlebe – an app that creates 
the opportunity to hear an imagined past. The past 
in question: the 1819 Battle of Grahamstown. By 
walking through the streets of Makhanda with your 
phone, you’ll be notified of nearby conversations to 
eavesdrop on. Moving closer to these locations will 
put you alongside people from two centuries ago. 
What if the outcome of the battle had been different? 
How can an alternate history be re-imagined through a 
contemporary lens?  

Vernacular 
Algorithms
Presenter: Tegan Bristow
Company: Fak’ugesi African Digital Innovation 
Festival & Wits University School of Fine Art

African vernacular knowledges reveal a deep 
regionality in the techne culture of particular cultural 
forms. In an extended community research encounter 
with Dr. Bristow, Alex Coehlo, Russel Hlongwane, 
Joao Roxo an unpacking of vernacular algorithms 
and algorithmic thinking explored patterns in 
vernacular and traditional artwork from KwaZulu 
and Mozambique. In extension and alongside a 
presentation on the 2018 Fak’ugesi Festival theme 
“Tap Your Afro Source Code” and the ‘Digital 
Imaginaries: Premonition’ exhibition at the Wits Art 
Museum, Dr. Bristow presents on this research in 
relation to the histories of ethno-mathematics and 
algorithmic thinking from Africa. 

Train Jam Gaming Talkshop
Presenter: Train Jam Gaming Developers
Company: Goethe-Institut South Africa
Leading up to the Festival, the Goethe-Institut South 
Africa will be hosting a Train Jam for game developers. 
Travelling from Johannesburg to the Festival – a good 
20 hours of train ride through beautiful South Africa, 

the developers will work through the night to create 
serious or political games within that time. The end 
result will be revealed at the Train Jam Talkshop. Join 
this gaming development brainstorming session 
hosted by emerging South African game developers. 

29 June 13:30 2 July 11:30

Ntsikana Gallery | 30mins | English | All ages

28 June 14h00

Ntsikana Gallery | 2hrs | English | All ages

Ntsikana Gallery | 20mins | English | 12+






